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Nothing funny here
■ Stars Jimmy
Kimmel 
and Sarah
Silverman are
breaking up,
according to
media reports.
P. 2

PEOPLE

- Rob Kruyt, 24 hours

A new initiative wants to unplug kids from video games before parents resort to drugs for developmental issues. Unplug – Don’t Drug targets kids and technology. P. 4.

Gas tax a big flop
■ A new poll
shows the
Campbell gas
tax is a big
loser with the
consumers
who must pay. 
P. 5

NEWS

Out go the lights
Underground fire plunges downtown into darkness: P. 3
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TV’s first couple of comedy, Jimmy Kimmel and
Sarah Silverman, have ended their five-year 
romance.

A representative for late-night TV host Kimmel and
the comedienne has confirmed the split, insisting it was
mutual.

Just five months ago the pair hit the headlines when
their star-studded parody sketches for Kimmel’s show,
Jimmy Kimmel Live, became an Internet sensation.

Silverman’s “I’m f---ing Matt Damon” tune and video
was followed by Kimmel’s “I’m f---ing Ben Affleck.”

Earlier this year, People magazine even named the late-
night talk-show host and the star of Comedy Central’s The
Sarah Silverman Program its funniest couple alive.

At the time Silverman, 37, told People their relationship
worked “because we really, really, really like each other. He’s kind
and funny and maybe the most thoughtful person I know.”

“Sarah is funny and smart and good to look at,” said Kimmel, 40.
“Plus, she likes fat guys. What more could I ask?"

- 24 hours news services

1.  Salt Spring model
found dead near
Shanghai 

2. Agency under scruti-
ny after Salt Spring
model murder 

3. Arrest in model
death  

4.  Power outage hits
half of downtown
Vancouver

5. Small paper lands
Brangelina twin story

- these stories and more at
vancouver.24hrs.ca

TOP ONLINE
STORIES

Would you consider 
unplugging your children
from video games before

medicating them?

MONDAY’S QUESTION
Would you be able to for-
give your partner if they'd
been having an affair for

three years.

� I’d give it a try
� Tried it, didn’t work
� Tried it, it worked
� It’s pointless

www.24hrs.ca

GOOD
MORNING!

GIMME 
FIVE

ONLINE
POLL

� With a heartfelt 
apology, OK: 6%
� Never, never, never: 71%
� They’d have to be awfully
rich and good in bed: 23%

$20 million
babies, baby

Ronnie Wood’s wife has
reportedly told him their
marriage is over.

The Rolling Stones guitarist
received a furious voicemail
message from Jo Wood, his
wife of 23 years, saying she no
longer wants to be with the
rocker following his alleged 
affair with 19-year-old Russian
Ekaterina Ivanova.

Asource said: “It has sunk in
he has had an affair and she
feels betrayed. They had such
a strong marriage. He’s thrown
it all away.”

Ronnie and Ekaterina – who
fled to the 61-year-old musi-
cian’s retreat in County Kildare,
Ireland 10 days ago – are 
believed to have become close
after partying in London.

During drinking sessions,
the young waitress is said to
have posed naked for keen
artist Ronnie.

- 24 hours news services

Rolling Stone
on the move

Sienna Miller and
Balthazar Getty enjoyed
a romantic holiday in
Italy at the weekend.

The Factory Girl actress –
who recently split from Notting
Hill actor Rhys Ifans – kissed
and cuddled the 33-year-old
married actor on a yacht with
friends on the Amalfi coast.

Although the father of four –
the heir to the Getty family’s oil
fortune – recently denied the
romance, the pair seemed
happy to flaunt their new rela-
tionship and posed for pho-
tographs.

An onlooker said: “Sienna
was literally beaming. She
seemed completely at ease,
very relaxed and very happy.
Balthazar had his arm around
her most of the time, and they
didn’t leave each other alone
throughout the yacht trip.”

- 24 hours news services

Italian cruise
for Sienna

The Hills star Audrina
Patridge has laughed off
online reports the police
were called to her apart-
ment after a screaming
match with co-star and
housemate Lauren
Conrad.

Patridge was allegedly
preparing to move out of their
shared flat, which features in
the hit reality show, when a
bitter argument broke out 
between the two beauties,
according to gossip blogs.

But Patridge, who has
previously denied having a
turbulent real-life relationship
with Conrad, insists the 
rumours are all untrue.

She tells Usweekly.com,
“I wasn’t even there today! I
have been gone all day. I still
haven’t even been home.

“There are rumours all the
time. I just laugh at it!”

24 hours news services

Photographs of
Angelina Jolie and Brad
Pitt's newborn twins are
expected to fetch 
$20 million.

The Hollywood couple –
whose son Knox Leon 
and daughter Vivienne
Marcheline were born in a
hospital in Nice, France, on
Saturday – are said to be in
negotiations with various
celebrity magazines for the
sale of the exclusive first pic-
tures of the babies.

Despite one magazine 
reportedly offering $11 mil-
lion for the shots, publicist
Max Clifford thinks they could
be worth even more, adding:
“I think the pictures could
fetch $20 mil l ion, which
would make it the biggest
baby deal ever.”

Mom and babies are said
to be doing well.

24 hours news services

police not
called, really

Jennifer Lopez is train-
ing furiously to be fit
enough to take part in a
triathlon, just eight
months after giving birth
to twins.

The superstar was
snapped on vacation in Italy
this week with her bikini body
back, following the February
birth of tots Max and Emme.

And her husband Marc
Anthony reveals Lopez is on
a tough training schedule on
foot, on bike and in water.

He tel ls the TV show
Extra, “Jennifer is training for
a triathlon. In October.”

But crooner Anthony con-
fesses he will be watching
from the sidelines, instead of
working up a sweat with
Lopez.

He says, “I’m very sup-
portive. I’ll be on my Segway
[encouraging her].” 

24 hours news services

Jen sets eye
on triathlon

Last laugh 
for comedy 
couple 

Answer on the bottom 
of the Crossword Page.
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■ POLICE ACTION
New Westminster police
announced they have
demoted Const. Todd
Sweet to the rank of
Third-Class Constable
from First-Class
Constable for a June
2005 incident where he
kicked an immobilized
suspect in the head
after a police chase.
Sweet was also sus-
pended for five days
without pay and will 
receive additional coun-
selling. Police made the
decision Friday.

■ HELPING HAND
Two Good Samaritans
helped subdue a man
with a gun fleeing from
Burnaby Mounties
Sunday near Edmonds
Street and Mary
Avenue. A 29-year-old
Burnaby man saw 
police trying to nab the
suspect and tackled him
as he went by. A
19-year-old New
Westminster man then
helped hold the suspect
down until police ar-
rived.

■ DRUNK DRIVER
Delta police pulled a
drunk driver out of a
ditch Saturday in the
4000-block of 64th
Street. Tests showed
the driver had a blood
alcohol level between
0.28 per cent and 0.3
per cent. In most peo-
ple, amnesia occurs 
between 0.2 per cent
and 0.3 per cent, coma
at 0.3 per cent, and
death may occur at .35
per cent.

- 24 hours news services

www.24hrs.ca

local news
IN BRIEF

24 hours’ readers help other pups too
Newton Animal Hospital
staff are impressed by
the overwhelming 
support shown for a
sick dog by 24 hours’
readers.

On July 11, 24 hours re-
ported on 54-year-old Gary
Harris’ struggle to pay for a
vet-ordered surgery for

Brandon, his 14-year-old
poodle terrier.

With generous help from
readers, Brandon went
under the knife yesterday
to remove a few lumps and
treat a dental disease. 

“Everything went well
and he’s doing fine,” said
the animal hospital’s
Jennifer Naas.

But what really 
impressed Naas were the
donations flooding into the
hospital.

“So many people were
calling, it was awesome,”
she told 24 hours yesterday.
“Three people offered to
pay the whole bill and
many more offered to do-
nate whatever they could.”

Once Brandon’s bill had
been taken care of, Naas
forwarded donors to a res-
cue society that helps strug-
gling owners pay for their
pet’s operations. 

So, thanks to our read-
ers, other distressed dogs
will also receive the treat-
ment they need.

- Matt Kieltyka, 24 hours

A huge swathe of down-
town Vancouver was expect-
ed to still be in the dark
today, while B.C. Hydro was
just hoping to be able to tell
customers when power will
be restored.

“It’s looking like a fairly
significant repair job,” B.C.
Hydro spokesperson Susan
Danard said of a fire that
burned through a major
hydro circuit yesterday morn-
ing, cutting off electricity to
one-fifth of the power corp’s
downtown customers.

“It may not be until [today]
when we’re able to tell peo-
ple when the power might
come back on.”

The underground fire,
centred near the intersections
of Pender and Richards
streets in the city’s business
district, cut power to the sur-
rounding area, including B.C.
Hydro’s head office, at

around 9 a.m. yesterday.
There were reports of an

explosion in the area at
around 10:30 a.m., which
sent clouds of acrid smoke
from a manhole outside the
Marble Arch hotel.

“I heard a big boom,” said
Brenda Britt, who had been
staying at the Salvation
Army’s Belkin House a block
away.

Many traffic lights in the
area were out of commis-
sion, causing traffic to slow
to a crawl on the busy down-
town streets.

The fire also left many
local businesses in the dark.
Downtown Vancouver BIA
executive director Charles
Gauthier guessed total losses
could be in the millions for
just a day’s blackout.

“That’s lost production
right there,” Gauthier said.

- Irwin Loy, 24 hours

Blackout darkens downtown

-  Rob Kruyt, 24 hours
Vancouver firefighters spray chemical retardant down a maintenance hole on Richards
Street to extinguish an underground electrical fire.

MLA stands by transit safety plan
New Democrat Adrian
Dix says he’s not fazed
by the scathing com-
ments of a TransLink
spokesperson.

On Sunday, TransLink’s
Ken Hardie wrote an open
letter to the media in re-
sponse to Dix’s ongoing
SkyTrain safety campaign.

Hardie said Dix’s cam-
paign – to staff SkyTrain sta-
tions and improve lighting,
among other measures –
sends the public the “wrong
message” and puts them at

more risk since the majority
of incidents happen away
from stations.

“How well [is] the public
is being served when com-
mentators who should know
better call for measures at
stations that will do nothing
[to] improve security for the
public in the vast majority of
the incidents that are inac-
curately attributed to transit?”
Hardie wrote.

Dix told 24 hours yester-
day he’ll continue his “Ten
Point Plan” campaign 
and brushed off Hardie’s 

criticism.
“It’s highly-paid commu-

nications people spinning
what TransLink wants,” Dix
said. “I don’t want to make it
personal. My concern is
TransLink thinks the answer
is more aggressive commu-
nications instead of address-
ing safety.”

In his letter, Hardie ac-
knowledged it’s “difficult” for
publicly funded staff to ad-
dress comments “made by
an elected representative”
but said a response was 
required.

Did his letter cross a line?
Simon Fraser University

professor Bob Hackett –
who specializes in political
communications and media
studies – told 24 hours that,
generally, representatives of
public institutions should
avoid “getting involved in
partisan debates.”

“With that said,” he added,
“companies have the right to
defend their policies.”

He could not comment
specifically on Hardie’s let-
ter.

- Matt Kieltyka, 24 hours

Bust yields
bushel of
greenbacks

U.S. authorities say
Thursday’s “huge” million-
dollar seizure is the most
cash they’ve ever confiscat-
ed at the border but its still
just part of a larger problem.

Surrey resident Navraj Bal,
31, was arrested by U.S.
Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) Thursday
after officers discovered over
a million dollars in U.S. cur-
rency stashed away in a hid-
den compartment of his truck
at the Blaine border crossing.

“A million dollars is a huge
amount of money,” said CBP
Chief Thomas Schreiber. “To
take away the proceeds of
crime from organized crime
is important.”

Schreiber said smuggled
money usually moves north
and is then exchanged for
marijuana.

“The drug of choice here is
B.C. bud,” he said.

- Matt Kieltyka, 24 hours
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■ REFUGEE RALLY
Supporters of Iranian
refugee Momenzadeh
Tameh rallied downtown
yesterday before a hear-
ing to deny him perma-
nent residency on 
security grounds.
According to supporters,
Citzenship and
Immigration Canada
had previously recom-
mended the male be
granted permanent 
residency until a ruling
by Minister Stockwell
Day.

■ MATH CAMP
Undergrads from
around the globe are
spending four weeks at
SFU for the Industrial
Math Summer School
hosted by a MITACS, a
national research net-
work. Students will use
their problem-solving
skills to develop new
tools ranging from 
explosive detectors to
underwater sensors to
track fish.

■ ALS FUNDRAISER
Former B.C. Lion Tony
Proudfoot is hosting a
charity fundraiser to
raise awareness of ALS,
commonly called Lou
Gehrig’s Disease, July
25 at The Rosedale in
Robson Suite Hotel. The
event promises good
food and a silent auction
of sports memorabilia.
Doctors recently diag-
nosed Proudfoot with
ALS.

■ VANDU MILESTONE
The Vancouver Area
Network of Drug Users
is hosting a celebration
to commemorate its
10th anniversary
Saturday at
Oppenheimer Park.
Organizers will unveil a
memorial for those who
passed away in the
Downtown Eastside and
unveil a timeline of the
agency’s successes.
VANDU is funded by
Vancouver Coastal
Health.

- 24 hours news services

www.24hrs.ca

local news
IN BRIEF

Basi-Virk hearing heads to top court
The trial of three ex-government

aides facing corruption charges will
be delayed up to a year after the
Crown said yesterday it will seek leave
to appeal to the Supreme Court of
Canada decisions by two B.C. courts
regarding secret witness testimony.

Special Prosecutor Bill Berardino
told B.C. Supreme Court Justice
Elizabeth Bennett he will ask the
Supreme Court of Canada to overturn

her ruling that defence lawyers could
attend a hearing closed to the public
and media where a police informant’s
identity might be revealed.

Berardino’s appeal drew an angry
response from New Democratic Party
MLA Leonard Krog, who said the pub-
lic needs to know why police raided
the B.C. Legislature in December 2003
and later charged David Basi and Bob
Virk with giving lobbyists secret gov-

ernment documents in the $1 billion
privatization of B.C. Rail.

“I am extremely disappointed Mr.
Berardino has chosen to delay further
the most important case in front of
the B.C. courts,” Krog said.  

“The public interest in having this
case heard far outweighs everything
else,” he said.

And it appears unlikely that Premier
Gordon Campbell will be forced to

testify in court.  Government lawyer
George Copley told Bennett that a
deal between the defence and gov-
ernment will give lawyers for Basi,
Virk and Aneal Basi access to docu-
ments where solicitor-client privilege
is claimed, pre-empting a defence mo-
tion requesting Campbell testify.

An update hearing will be held
Sept. 17.

- Bill Tieleman, 24 hours

A B.C. movement, which
seeks to eliminate the unnec-
essary medication of youth
with developmental disorders,
has been sent to all Canadian
health and education minis-
ters for approval.

Occupational therapist Cris
Rowan, who wrote the Unplug –
Don’t Drug policy initiative, says
childhood TV and video game 
addictions have now reached 
epidemic proportions.

She says current research indicates
TV and videogame use correlates
with attention difficulties, poor aca-
demics, obesity, coordination disor-
ders, violence, early sexuality, poor
socialization and other problems. 

“The diagnosis of physical, men-
tal and social disorders in children
continue to rise at alarming rates,
often accompanied by prescrip-
tion of psychotropic [mind alter-
ing] medications,” she said.
“Prescription of psychotropic med-
ication [such as Ritalin] has soared
to record levels, even to children
as young as two years of age.”

The Unplug – Don’t Drug policy
initiative requires that prior to di-
agnosing and medicating child be-
haviour, both child and family
should unplug from all forms 
of technology for a three-month
period.

Technology includes TV, video
games, iPods, computers and mo-
bile phones, other than what is re-

quired for school and work pur-
poses.

Rowan says the government
would benefit from this program
as it would eliminate the costly 
diagnosis and medication of young
children.

This program has caught the 
interest of Manitoba which has
slated a meeting with Rowan.  B.C.
Health Minister George Abbott has
not yet responded.

For more information on
Rowan’s research and programs,
visit www.zonein.ca. 

- Ethan Ribalkin, 24 hours

Game addiction an epidemic
UNPLUG – DON’T DRUG

- Rob Kruyt, 24 hours
Occupational therapist Cris Rowan says TV and video game 
addictions have now reached epidemic proportions in children.

Wood-frame buildings subject of controversy abroad
In March the provincial 
government announced it would
be amending the B.C. Building
Code to allow for the construc-
tion of five- and six-storey wood-
frame buildings. But buildings of
the same type are the subject of
much controversy across the
Atlantic.

Last month, the U.K.’s Building
magazine noted on May 17, “a six-
storey building in Edinburgh became
the seventh largest multi-storey tim-

ber-frame structure in two years to be
destroyed by fire.” One such fire in
Colindale prompted the country’s Fire
Protection Association to question
whether “timber construction should
be used for high-rise buildings.”

Some have gone further. For exam-
ple, London Fire and Emergency
Planning Authority vice-chair Brian
Coleman has called for an end to the
construction of such buildings because
of the risks to construction workers
and occupiers; and, in Building
Design magazine, British Precast chief

executive Martin Clarke – who repre-
sents concrete manufacturers – called
for “a halt to multi-storey buildings in
timber frame.”

So what does the Campbell admin-
istration – which has promised to
allow the construction of five- and six-
storey wood-frame buildings – think
of those concerns? In an e-mail sent to
24 hours, the housing and social de-
velopment ministry stated, “Ultimately
the aim of the British Columbia
Building Code is well-built buildings
that are safe for their occupants. The

province will move forward in a way
that balances the economic and envi-
ronmental benefits of wood construc-
tion with any safety concerns.”

The government previoulsy an-
nounced it would be hiring a consul-
tant to identify the risks associated with
such buildings, including fire and earth-
quakes. Last week 24 hours reported
senior engineers in B.C. are concerned
about the absence of guidelines for the
construction of five- and six-storey
earthquake-safe wood-frame buildings.

- Sean Holman, 24 hours

Need for anorexia
awareness in B.C.

EATING DISORDERS

When Cindy Dobbe’s daughter was 
diagnosed with anorexia nervosa at
age 15, the distraught mother had to
leave the country to get her the help
she needed.

After two years of what Dobbe calls a
“revolving door” of waiting lists and short-
term hospitalization, it was at an Arizona
treatment facility that her daughter, Jaime, 
finally recovered.

Ten years later, Dobbe is striving 
to put an end to the silence and lack of
services surrounding the killer disease. 
We don’t have enough people to treat 
[it] and we really aren’t putting enough
money into it because we don’t have the 
exposure the other illnesses have,” 
says Dobbe. “It’s the scariest thing you’ll
ever go through and the support is so 
lacking.”

Dobbe, along with Deborah Grimm and
Dolores Elliott – co-founders of The
Looking Glass Foundation today launched
their public service announcement cam-
paign in an effort to increase awareness
around eating disorders, with the long-term
goal of developing a residential centre for
the treatment of adolescents with eating
disorders in B.C.

Using a hairbrush, broken toothbrush
and spool of thread to reveal some of the
horrors eating disorders wreak on their 
victims, Dobbe and her colleagues will be
on hand outside the Vancouver Art Gallery
today from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. to speak with
the public.

- Lucy Gotell, 24 hours

you should know
■■ A 2008 report, released by
Active Healthy Kids Canada,
says that 90 per cent of
Canadian kids are not getting
enough exercise. The culprit?
They are spending too much
time in front of television, movie
and computer screens. 
■■ The report has given an F grade
for the amount of time kids spend
in front of a screen. Children
aged 10-16 spend about six
hours a day – three times longer
than the recommended time of
two hours or less. 
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“I want to repeat: This tax
will be 100 per cent revenue
neutral.” 

– Former B.C. Finance
Minister Carole Taylor on

her carbon tax

British Columbians really
hate the new carbon tax, they
don’t believe government
claims it is “revenue neutral”
and the $100 gift they received
from Premier Gordon
Campbell makes them even
angrier, an exclusive poll for
24 hours shows.

An amazing 73 per cent of
those polled say they simply
do not believe the B.C. Liberal
government when it says that
the new 2.4 cents a litre tax on
gas, diesel, heating and other
fuel is revenue neutral.

And the research conducted
for 24 hours by its pollster
Strategic Communications also
found that 71 per cent of those
surveyed disagree with the gov-
ernment giving every British
Columbians a one-time $100
“Climate Action Dividend” that
will cost the province $440 mil-
lion.

In fact, 56 per cent of re-
spondents strongly disagreed
with the dividend and 15 per
cent somewhat disagreed, for a
total of 71 per cent.  

Only 9 per cent strongly
agreed and another 15 per cent
somewhat agreed with the
$100 gift for a 24 per cent total,
while 5 per cent either didn’t
know or had no opinion.

The results are a powerful
rebuke to the government and
a stunning reversal of fortune
for Campbell since he 
announced the carbon tax in
B.C.’s February budget to 
acclaim from environmental
groups and eastern Canadian
pundits.

The continuing and vehe-
ment opposition to the gas tax
will also likely encourage the
New Democratic Party to con-
tinue its campaign against the
measure into the fall, when car-
bon taxes on oil and natural
gas heating fuel will start being
felt.

David Smith, Strategic

Communications’ senior re-
search consultant, said the poll
of 609 eligible voters should
worry Campbell.

“Right now it seems they
don’t like anything about it,”
Smith said of British
Columbians. “I’d be concerned
if I was the provincial govern-
ment.”

Smith was somewhat sur-
prised that the Climate Action
Dividend was so deeply re-
sented.

“Despite the fact that they’re
getting $100 back, they’re not
happy. People associate the
$100 with the tax – they react

strongly to anything connect-
ed to the tax,” he said.

The poll was conducted
from June 27 to July 7, while
the tax came into effect on July
1, boosting gas prices to a
record $1.52 a litre.  The results
have a margin of error of plus
or minus 4 per cent, 19 times
out of 20.

Smith also noted that the fact
respondents reject the govern-
ment’s stated position that the
carbon tax is revenue neutral
should also trouble the B.C.
Liberals.

“They don’t believe the gov-
ernment,” he said. “There’s still
time for it to change but it looks
now like a hot-button issue.”

Opposition to the gas tax
can also be seen in the “Axe
The BC Gas Tax” protest group
I started on Facebook on June
10.  As of yesterday the group
had more than 9,400 members
and continues to grow steadily
despite the imposition of the
tax.

The government seems to
have completely ignored the
fact that gas prices have gone

up an astronomical 40 cents a
litre since February’s budget –
or more than 16 times the
amount of the carbon tax.  

Given that the intent of the
new gas tax is to reduce con-
sumption through price in-
creases, Campbell might have
reasonably decided to drop or
at least postpone the tax
when the market forced
prices to skyrocket.  

But it appears the premier
was more interested in read-
ing the laudatory news re-
leases of environmental
groups and praise from
columnists based in
Ontario than figuring out
what British Columbians
thought about the tax.

Now the results are in
and they aren’t positive.
The poll also shows that op-
position to the Climate Action
Dividend and disbelief about
the government saying the car-
bon tax is revenue neutral are
not concentrated in any one re-
gion or group of British
Columbians.

While 73 per cent of all those
polled across B.C. discounting
revenue neutrality claims, the
best the government could do
was on Vancouver Island,
where a still strong 63 per cent
didn’t believe it.  But in north-
ern B.C. a whopping 80 per
cent believe the premier is
telling whoppers about the tax.

And even 64 per cent of
B.C.’s lowest income voters –
those making less than $30,000
a year – said giving out the
$100 Climate Action Dividend
was wrong, with 51 per cent
strongly disagreeing.

The polling results show
more than anything else that
imposing a new tax – no matter
the reason, even with giving
voters cash in the mail – is ex-
tremely dangerous for any po-
litical party.

If you doubt that, ask a for-
mer Canadian prime minister
named Brian Mulroney about a
little tax called the GST!

Hear Bill Tieleman Mondays
at 10 a.m. on CKNW AM 980’s

Bill Good Show. 
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bill tieleman
NEWS, VIEWS 
AND ATTITUDE

No love for tax

$100
■■ A one-time $100 “Climate
Action Credit” cheque B.C.
residents received from the
government in June will cost
$440 million.

7.25¢
■■ British Columbia’s new car-
bon tax increased gasoline
prices by 2.4  cents per litre on
July 1 and will increase each
year until it reaches an extra
7.25 cents per litre by 2012.

$415M
■■ Most of the remaining extra
revenue pays for tax cuts, with
$415 million going to cut cor-
porate taxes, $255 million to
cut small-business taxes and
tax cuts for individuals along
with a low-income tax credit.

Statistics Norway
reports that coun-
try’s carbon tax –

the highest in the world and
five times higher than B.C.’s
starting tax – has only 
reduced CO2 emissions by
2% since 1991.

2%

1.The provincial government has sent every
British Columbian a cheque for $100 as a one-
time “Climate Action Dividend.” The total cost of
“Climate Action Dividend” is $440 million. This
expenditure will be paid for by B.C.’s new carbon
tax of 2.4 cents per litre of gasoline and other
fuel.  Do you agree or disagree with this expendi-
ture? Is that strongly or somewhat?

71%

Survey says… 

DISAGREE

24% AGREE

73% DON’T BELIEVE

2.  The B.C. government is adding a new carbon
tax of a 2.4 cent per litre on gasoline and other
fuels to help reduce carbon emissions.  The gov-
ernment  says that the tax is “revenue neutral” 
because all of the additional revenue that the gov-
ernment will receive from the tax will be paid back
to British Columbians through the $100 “Climate
Action Dividend” and cuts to personal income tax.
Do you believe the government when it says that
the new carbon tax is revenue neutral?

■■ B.C. will raise
an additional
$1.8 billion over
three years with
the carbon tax.

$$

■■ Federal Liberal
leader Stephane
Dion plans to
propose a 
national carbon
tax, which is sup-
ported by the Green Party
and opposed by the
Conservative and NDP.

■■ The tax applies
to gasoline,

diesel, heating
oil, natural gas

and propane.

$$

■■ Ontario, Alberta and
Saskatchewan all rejected
the idea of a carbon tax
while Quebec has a 1 cent
per litre tax that applies to
petro companies directly.
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The government of Ontario said
yesterday it will conserve a huge
swath of the province's northern
boreal forest to protect polar
bears and other wildlife and to
help fight climate change.

The plan to protect permanently
at least 225,000 square kilometres of
the forest won praise from environ-
mental groups, which said it should
serve as an example for other gov-
ernments.

“This is the largest conservation

commitment in Canadian history,”
said ForestEthics senior campaigner
Gillian McEachern. 

Ontario’s northern boreal region
takes up 43 per cent of Ontario's
landmass and soaks up about 12.5
million tonnes of carbon dioxide from
the atmosphere each year. The pro-
tection of a big swath of it is a key
part of the provincial government’s
plan to fight climate change.

Boreal forests are northern forests
that are affected by long winters.
They are made up mainly of ever-

green conifers. 
The conservation plan aims to pro-

tect polar bears, caribou, wolverines
and other wildlife that live in the
Ontario region from climate change
and to ensure that forestry and min-
ing development doesn’t destroy the
forest’s pristine ecosystems.

Ontario’s Liberal government said
that scientists and native communi-
ties will work together to map and
protect a network of conservation
lands.

– Reuters

Ontario plans to save forests

Six Nations protesters
promised a full-fledged land
occupation in Brantford fol-
lowing the arrest of a native
protester by city police 
yesterday.

“They’re going to have one
hell of a fight now,” said Steve
Powless, speaking on behalf of
the protesters. “This is going to
be Caledonia Part 2. They don’t
understand what they’re in for.”

Police made the arrest near a
construction site on Fen Ridge
Court in the city’s northwest
business park, where Kingspan
Insulation is in the process of
building a new headquarters and
warehouse facility.

Six Nations protesters say the
land is under claim and the con-
struction should not be taking
place.

The chain of events leading
to yesterday’s arrest began at
about 8:30 a.m., when two con-
crete trucks carrying loads to the
Kingspan site were blocked by
protesters. The trucks left, but

returned at 9:45 a.m. in a sec-
ond attempt to get on the site.

When a protester blocked a
truck, he was confronted by 
police. A struggle took place and
the man was later arrested. He
was charged with assaulting po-
lice with intent to resist arrest
and obstructing a police officer.
The man’s identity has yet to be
confirmed.

In a news release, police said
officers were attempting to 
facilitate access of the two trucks
to the Kingspan site when one
protester disobeyed officers’ di-
rection and stood in front of a
truck. When officers moved in
to arrest the protester, he
punched an officer in the face,
police said.

Following the arrest, other
protesters began converging on
police and another officer was
struck in the face, police said.
The second assailant fled
through an adjacent forested
area and is being sought for 
assaulting a police officer.

– Reuters

Hay Cleaver

- 24 hour news services
Mac Ross, 77, of Embro, Ont.  uses a wheel rake and his dad's
1954 Allis Chalmers tractor to turn over windrows of hay so that it
dries properly before being baled on his son's farmyesterday.

Protesters threaten
‘Caledonia Part 2’ 

New trade minister not
worried about NAFTA

Federal Trade Minister
Michael Fortier on Sunday said
he was not too worried about
the next U.S. president seeking
to reopen the NAFTA treaty 
because American businesses
depend on two-way trade with
Canada.

“So often Americans believe
that this is only a one-way street,
that the benefits are only here
in Canada, and that’s not true at
all,” Fortier said in an interview
with CTV, his first since his ap-
pointment late last month in a
cabinet shuffle.

“People who understand how
this two-way trade works, will
know that it’s to their benefit as
well.”

Sen. Barack Obama, the pre-
sumptive Democratic nominee
for U.S. president, has suggested
that the United States could opt
out of the NAFTA free-trade
treaty if Canada and Mexico did
not agree to revisions of the
pact's labor and environmental
provisions. Obama later ap-
peared to soften his stance, say-
ing rhetoric during the campaign
had become “overheated.”

When asked to be more spe-
cific about what Ottawa would
do about trade relations after the
next U.S. president took office,
Fortier said the government
would take a wait-and-see 
approach. 

– Reuters
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Gay driver
awarded
damages

SICILY

Doctors in a coastal
town in northwestern
Peru have rescued
the innards of a 38-
year-old man by 
removing 17 metal
objects – among
them nails, a watch
clasp and a knife –
that he ate.

Luis Zarate was taken
to the regional hospital
of Trujillo earlier this
week by his family after
complaining of sharp
stomach pains. Doctors
took X-rays of his chest
that showed his insides
littered with screws.

“There were 17
strange objects found at
the level of his stomach
and colon,” said Dr. Julio
Acevedo, one of the sur-
geons who operated on
Zarate.

The black-and-white
scans showed Zarate’s
skeleton interlaced with
things like bolts, barbed-
wire and pens.

“The objects had

caused the stomach to
expand,” said Acevedo.

Doctors said Zarate
was mentally ill but it
was not clear why he ate
the metal.

– Reuters

An Italian court has ruled
the government must pay
100,000 euros ($157,700)
in damages to a man who
was told to retake a dri-
ving test because he was
homosexual.

When 26-year-old Danilo
Giuffrida told doctors he was
gay at his medical examina-
tion for military service, they
passed the information to the
transport ministry, who told
him he must repeat his dri-
ving test or have his licence
withdrawn due to his “sexual
identity disturbance.”

The judge ruling on the
case in Catania, on the south-
ern island of Sicily, said the
actions of the defense and
transport ministries showed
“evident sexual discrimina-
tion” against Giuffrida and ran
counter to his constitutional
rights.

– Reuters

Metal for breakfast
PERU

– Reuters
Doctors found 17 objects
lodged inside Zarate. 

Dozens of party-goers at an
outdoor rave near Moscow
last week have lost partial 
vision after a laser light show
burned their retinas, Russian
health officials said yesterday.

Officials confirmed 12 cases
of laser-blindness at the
Central Ophthalmological
Clinic, and daily newspaper
Kommersant said another 17
were registered at hospital in
the centre of the capital.

Attendees at the July 5
Aquamarine Open Air Festival
began seeking medical help
days after the show.

“They all have retinal
burns. Loss of vision in indi-
vidual cases is as high as 80
per cent, and regaining it is
impossible,” Kommersant
quoted a treating ophthalmol-
ogist as saying.

Heavy rains forced organiz-
ers to erect massive tents and
lasers that normally pointed
into the sky were instead
beamed into the ravers’ eyes.

– Reuters

RUSSIA

Ravers
blinded by
the lights
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“This is the first time I’ve ever re-
ally wanted to take photos of
Caucasians doing everyday
stuff,” laughs Karen Judd. 

She and I have stopped overnight
in Amsterdam en route back to
Canada. We’ve just spent a month in
Africa, where everything people did
in the Sub-Saharan nations we visited
made for extraordinary photos. 

But she’s right. Everything that
anyone does here has the look of
the amazing too. 

Maybe it’s be-
cause the city feels
so calm. It’s like
entering a black-
and-white scene
from the early
days of silent
movies. 

There are hard-
ly any cars as we
leave Centraal
Station after a zippy train trip from
the airport; mostly just bikes and tall
pedestrians.

Paris is said to have sharp dressers,
but if there are points awarded for
scarf wearing, the Dutch win the

prize. Perhaps it’s their love of bicy-
cles and all those stories of skating on
canals that makes a scarf flying from a
neck an irresistible fashion statement. 

The bikes aren’t fancy. Most are in
basic black in styles that haven’t been
altered in years. No one has filled

these people’s heads with nonsense
about spandex and Lycra and hel-
mets and speciality cycling clothing.
The Dutch just ride their bikes, chil-
dren astride the back little chairs,
women in suits and flying overcoats,
men with jaunty hats and boys ped-

alling young girlfriends who sit side-
saddle while wearing pretty pink
shoes. I realize I am coveting their
civility. 

Not to mention their clothes and
shoes. Karen and I are tall. The Dutch
are tall. This is a good thing for shop-
ping. We are in heaven. 

The Nine Streets is in the heart of
Amsterdam’s Canal district and is
stuffed with one-of-a-kind shops, gal-
leries, cafes, clothing and shoe stores.
Within two hours, Karen is sporting
gorgeous new boots and we’ve sur-
reptitously taken pictures of various
cyclists.

Walking home, we pass into film
noir scenes of silhouettes backlit from
their cigarettes. Our shoes echo on
the cobble-stoned narrow lanes. Light
pours sepia-toned  mist from the
lamp standards.

Tomorrow we plan to be up early
to catch  the speedy train back to
Schipol airport, a hub that feels more
like a fabulous mall than a place to
board a plane. 

When we finally leave Amsterdam,
we’ll only have been there 18 hours,
but it’ll feel like we’re leaving home.

– Colleen Friesen, www.travelwriterstales.com

travel10 JULY 15, 2008 • VANCOUVER.24HRS.CA

Eighteen hours and nine streets 
PLANNING A TRIP?
■ holland.com
■ the9streets.com
■ schiphol.nl
■ sofitel.com
■ visitamsterdam.nl
■ iamsterdam.com
■ amsterdaminfo.com
■ amsterdam.com
■ channels.nl

WHAT’S IN A NAME?
■ The city’s name is de-
rived from Amstel dam.
and is indicative of its
origin as a small fishing
village in the late 12th
century. Amsterdam
first began when a dam
was built on the river
Amstel. 

- 24 hours news services

www.24hrs.ca

little BITS

get outta here and travel

Photo submitted
Amsterdam is a city that  bustles with boats and bicycles.

“It’s like enter-
ing a black
and white

scene from
the early days

of silent
movies”

- Colleen Friesen

24VAN_P010_0715  7/14/08  6:44 PM  Page 10



BC Fresh 11VANCOUVER.24HRS.CA • JULY 15, 2008

If you haven’t jumped on the grow-it-yourself
bandwagon yet by gardening in your own
backyard, you can still reconnect with what
you’re eating by getting it local.

A good way to begin is by taking a tour designed
to showcase just what B.C. farmers have to offer.

The Farm Folk/City Folk Society’s Incredible
Edibles Tours – held July 20 and August 23 – trans-
port visitors by bus to various locales, including
wineries. Guests also enjoy a healthy lunch featuring
regional ingredients.

“The tours is our effort to reconnect people directly
with farmers,” says Michael Marrapese, a society
member and organic farmer in the Fraser Valley.

With imported foods posing threats like environ-
mental destruction, lack of

labelling and reduced
nutrition, Marrapese

says buying local al-
lows the consumer
much more freedom. 

“I think if the con-
sumer knows the

farmer, they can choose to buy the food they want to
buy,” he said.

“So if you know that guy doesn’t spray with this
chemical, that person slaughters their animals in this
way, I think the consumer gets more choice. It actu-
ally becomes much more of a free market environ-
ment.”

Besides the health and environmental incentives,
reconnecting with what you eat is simply an enjoy-

able experience, especially during the summer when
ripe berries, fresh seafood and garden-fresh veggies
run aplenty. 

And with many farmers turning to organic or pes-
ticide-free methods, eating local has never been so
good.

So go ahead, reconnect with what you’re eating –
and have some fun while you’re at it.

– Lucy Gotell, 24 hours

Backyard
goodness

ON THE FARM

■■ If you’ve “gone local” and now find yourself with a bag of fresh produce
and no cooking knowledge to go with it, check out the Trout Lake Farmer’s
Market Cookbook Swap. Happening July 19 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., the event
features books by local authors who support the eating local movement.
You can also have your book signed and chat with the chefs.

19

News that moves

July
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Fun with a difference
School is out and many families
now face the perennial seasonal
dilemma: What should the kids
do with themselves this summer?
For a growing number of commu-
nity-minded youngsters, the an-
swer is: “Make a difference.”

“Summer is all about fun in the sun
and taking a break from the rigours of
school,” says Liz Scott, “but kids really
benefit from doing something more
with their summer, like getting in-
volved in the community or raising
funds for a cause they believe in. Not
only do they stay occupied, engaged
and excited throughout the summer,
they gain a real sense of their own
strength and worth.”

Scott’s daughter, Alexandra, gained
national attention for her efforts to
raise money for pediatric cancer re-
search by holding lemonade stands.
What started as a simple but passion-
ate idea inspired a worldwide grass-
roots fundraising effort. 

To help victims of Hurricane
Katrina, 10-year-old Zach Bonner col-
lected 27 truckloads of sundry items,
raised $600 in donations for the Red
Cross post-Katrina efforts and secured
$7,000 worth of new toys and sporting
equipment for homeless children liv-
ing in Red Cross shelters. 

Getting kids involved can be as sim-

ple – or grand – as the children and
parents wish. 

� Look to the Internet
The Web is a great resource for find-

ing a charity or volunteer opportunity
that fits a child’s needs and personality.
For example, this year www.lemon-
adestandforlife.com gives visitors the
chance to support ALSF. By visiting
the site, you can make a direct dona-

tion by purchasing a cup of virtual
lemonade for just $1. 

� Current events
News accounts of the need caused

by Katrina inspired Zach Bonner to
get involved. When Congress desig-
nated November National Homeless
Youth Awareness Month, Zach
launched a marathon walk from
Tampa, Fla., to the state capital 250
miles away in Tallahassee. 

� Personal events
Alex Scott founded her lemonade

stand as she was recovering from can-
cer treatment. Grace Farnan, 14, of
South Hamilton, Mass., decided to be-
come involved in hospice care after
her grandmother peacefully passed
away in hospice care. 

� Reach far
Samita Mohanasundaram, 16, of

Nashua, N.H., visited a small, impov-
erished village in southern India when
she was seven and was moved by the
local school’s need for books, supplies
and materials. Upon returning home,
she launched a book drive that drew
support from all over New England. 

- ARA Content

- ARA content
Alexandra Scott raised money for
cancer through a lemonade stand.

Poor nutrition in kids foods
Most food products aimed

specifically at children have
poor nutritional content even
though more than half of the
products are marketed to the
contrary, according to a study
released yesterday.

The study, done by the
University of Calgary, found
that nine out of 10 food items

provided poor nutritional value
because of high levels of sugar,
fat or sodium.

Just under 70 per cent of the
products – which excluded soft
drinks, confectionary and 
bakery items – derived a high
proportion of their calories
from sugar.

- Reuters
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I am guessing it’s got to be one of the fastest
growing games being played in Vancouver,
surely to surpass the popularity of patio 
rubbernecking, Facebook creep’n and Texas
holdem. That’s right, I am talking about
bocce.  

It seems like everywhere I go, I see people toss-
ing their bocce balls. I see balls at beaches, camp-
grounds, on picnic tables and up against trees;
whether it be one-on-one action or doubling up the
pleasure in a partners’ game, those in the know
are playing with a set and are inviting their friends

to join them.
But this isn’t the game your visiting Italian uncle

plays on a well-groomed short-cropped landing
strip.  No, this is the West Coast, baby, and out
here we play our bocce balls off of anything we
can get our hands on.  In fact it seems as if new
players are tossing their balls in the bush and
wet mud for the sheer joy of it. Ha, the tide is
coming in and your balls are in the waves?
Too bad, game on!      

To see what all the fun and excitement is
about, check out www. bocce.ca for info and
rules, or if you’re heading up to the
Okanagan, join the friendly amateur games
being played at the Greater Vernon Open
(GVO) Bocce Tournament later this month.
For more info on the GVO visit www.trick-
ey.ca/gvo.htm. 

E-mail Michael at:
schratter@gmail.com.
Check out more On The Town
photos at vancouver.24hrs.ca.

michael schratter
ON THE TOWN

Idol speculation on this season’s batch of performers
This year’s Canadian Idol
is going to be a guy. 

I know, I know – it’s pretty
risky making such a bold
statement so early in the
game. 

But it’s not exactly a shot
in the dark. After all, eight of
the Top 10 contenders in this
year’s sixth instalment of the
CTV karaoke series are male.
That means there’s a 20 per
cent chance a female will win
– and, even as a math idiot, I
can say those odds aren’t
very promising. Besides, I
should know how it’s going
to play out – I’ve watched
every single freaking episode
of Canadian Idol so far this
season. 

Those of you who haven’t
been so fortunate need not

fret. With the first Top-10 per-
formances having hit the air-
waves last night (and results
announced in a half-hour
episode tonight), the highly
hyped sing-off will become
unavoidable to anyone who
has cable. That said, maybe
you should become ac-
quainted with the folks you’ll
be watching over the next
nine weeks: 

ADAM CASTELLI Age: 26
Hometown: Hamilton
Tidbits: Pays the bills with a
carpentry job; drives a
Harley; is from the same city
as last year’s Idol winner,
Brian Melo. 

MARK DAY Age: 20
Hometown: Portugal Cove,
Nfld. Tidbits: Goes to school
and works in respite care;
constantly has a smile on his

face; apparently has
VotefortheWorst.com to thank
for being in the Top 10. 

MITCH MACDONALD
Age: 22 Hometown: Port
Hood, N.S. Tidbits: Works as
a carpenter; has six brothers
and sisters; is a hockey 
fanatic. 

MOOKIE MORRIS Age: 18
Hometown: Toronto Tidbits:
Invented the “Mookwalk”; is
really named Peter, but was
born at the same moment
Blue Jays’ Mookie Wilson hit
a home run at a game his dad
accidentally missed his birth
to attend. 

SEBASTIAN PIGOTT Age:
25 Hometown: Toronto
Tidbits: Beat his brother
Oliver in the Idol race; writes
and acts in plays when he’s
not writing songs. 

EARL STEVENSON Age:
23 Hometown: Lloydminster,
Alta. (raised in Saskatchewan)
Tidbits: Is an avid snowboard-
er; pulls in bucks as a
swamper for a backhoe com-
pany (whatever that is). 

KATHERINE ST-LAURENT
Age: 17 Hometown: Otterburn
Park, Que. Tidbits: Was born
in New York; sells golf balls
part-time; is the youngest in
the competition. 

THEO TAMS Age: 22
Hometown: Lethbridge, Alta.
Tidbits: Once volunteered at
an Indian orphanage; reminds
me of American Idol winner

David Cook for some odd rea-
son; was bugged by judges
and host Ben Mulroney for
being sweaty after showing up
at auditions with pit stains the
size of frisbees. 

AMBERLY THIESSEN
Age:19 Hometown: Seven
Persons, Alta. Tidbits: Likes to
perform barefoot; went to the
same high school as Kalan
Porter; could get mistaken for
a certain Saved By the Bell
and Beverly Hills 90210 star. 

DREW WRIGHT Age: 28
Hometown: Collingwood,
Ont. Tidbits: Loves snow-
boarding and wakeboarding;
can play guitar; works as a
house painter.

- Lindsey Ward, 
24 hours news services

More on the contestants at:
vancouver.24hrs.ca

An early bet on the possibilities of Main
Street’s gentrification, Melanie and Jeff Van
Geest celebrated the success of Aurora
Bistro’s first five years with a hip little 
anniversary soiree that had Vancouver’s
restaurant scene partying until the wee
hours of the night.

CBC personalities Vicki Gabereau and Rick
Cluff hammed it up while hosting Literacy &
Beyond last week. Attracting some 200
guests, the Literacy B.C. fundraiser held at
Beyond Restaurant & Lounge served up
dozens of B.C. wines, spectacular West
Coast cuisine and live jazz, all in support of
battling illiteracy. 

A feast in the fields! UBC Farm’s Amy Frye
and Provence’s Alessandra Quaglia seek the
freshest of produce for their Farm Fresh
Picnics.  Scheduled for Aug. 18th, Provence
Mediterranean Grill guests will harvest some
of the ingredients for dishes to be created by
Provence Chef Essex Balce, later to be en-
joyed in the middle of the fields as a picnic. 

November Theatre’s recent Jessie win for
“Outstanding Production” had Black Rider
cast members Michael Scholar, Mackenzie
Gray and Corrine Kessel celebrating at the
26th annual Jessie Richardson Live Theatre
Awards. I am in full agreement, Black Rider
is a must see!

“Toss my pallino, baby!”
www.bocc.ca’s Amber Rowell

and Jason Del Vicario held
their 6th annual Bocce by the
Beach charity tournament at
Spanish Banks on Saturday.

Sun, a non-alcoholic 
beverage and ball

toss. What bet-
ter way to

spend a
week-
end?

Give your balls a toss

- 24 hours news services
Men outnumber women 8-2 in this season’s Canadian Idol.
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Top five 
nudist

auctions

#4 NUDE SWIMMING
SIGN 

Bring your own pool noodle.
ITEM NUMBER: 260255912030

Becoming a nudist is an ac-
ceptable lifestyle choice which
I personally have no problem

with. I just think it’s a tad hyp-
ocritical that the nudists take
such an issue with my lifestyle
choice of becoming a binocu-
larist.

When you grow up just a
few miles from the most 
famous nude beach in all of
Canada, eventually curiosity
gets the better of you. 

After a brief deliberation
amongst my mates and I we

decided the best way to storm
the beach was to arrive via
amphibious landing craft.
(a.k.a. – a wooden nine horse-
power boat). To be honest,
we just cut the engine and
bobbed about 100 metres off
the shore. I stood up in the
boat, binoculars glued to my
eyes like a modern day Lord
Mountbatten. There was the
odd female sighting but most-

ly what I saw was a group of
naked 50 to 60 year old males
standing on the rocks giving
me the evil eye. 

All perverted angles aside, I
do admire the courage it takes
for a nudist to be that com-
fortable with his or her body
that the need to cover up all
the naughty bits is no longer a
factor. I won’t even take my
shirt off at the beach. That has

a lot to do with a Grade 5 gym
class bully who got a look at
me during a shirts against
skins floor hockey session. Me
obviously sans shirt. I believe
the scar started with “Hey, can
someone check out the equip-
ment room and see if Spalding
makes a bra!” Turns out they
did.

Now that I am 44 and have
the Documentary Channel I

have a much better under-
standing about the ways of
the nudist lifestyle. I admit that
it was a poor choice to ogle
that beach from 100 metres
out using a set of binoculars.
Especially when I own a top
notch telescope which can be
superbly utilized at a much
more stealthy 300 metres. I’m
aware I need to attend some
kind of 12-step program.

devon 
swift

THE EBAY
ECCENTRIC

#5 OPERATION GUY 

My generation’s first look at
a socially acceptable naked
man. Simpler times. 

ITEM NUMBER: 350078613739

#2 NO BINOCULARS
SIGN 

Pretty cool sign, huh? Now
hand me the tripod for my tele-
scope.

ITEM NUMBER: 370066916179

#3 NUDE TROLL DOLL 

I have this exact Troll sitting
on my hope chest.

ITEM NUMBER: 320272449340

To view these 
oddities in their
natural habitat 
simply type the 

item number into the
eBay browser.

Taking bird watching to the next level

Read more online at
vancouver.24hrs.ca

#1 NUDIST SIGN 

How popular would a road
be if it had a nudists crossing
sign? 

ITEM NUMBER: 230265754438
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SHOWS
■ A GOOD LAWYER
The Divorcees perform @
the Railway Club (579
Dunsmuir) tonight. Visit
www.therailwayclub.com for
more info. 

ON STAGE
■ VAN DAMN
It’s a road trip! The Arts
Club Theatre Company pre-
sents The Back Kitchen
Release Party, a musical
journey across Canada,
starring Trevor Devall,
Sarah Donald, Tracey

Power, Sarah May
Redmond and Jonathan
Teague. Tix $28-41. Runs
until Aug. 2 @ ACT’s
Granville Island Stage
(1585 Johnson).

■ SUBMISSIONS
The Word On the Street
Festival invites poets to
read their work @
Poet's Corner, Library
Square, on Sunday, Sept.
28, 2008. Poets will be
given a seven-minute spot
to perform in, between the
hours of noon and 5 p.m.
Please send submissions
to:

Poet's Corner c/o 442
Cardiff Way, Port Moody
V3H 3T1. Include a SASE if
you would like your material
to be returned. Artists are
also encouraged to send a
CD of their performance.

■ TUTS
Theatre Under the Stars
runs until Aug. 16 at the
Malkin Bowl (Stanley Park).
Jesus Christ Superstar and
Annie Get Your Gun, in
repertory. Visit www.tuts.ca
for more info. 

E-mail me at
listings@24hrs.ca

AFTER SIX
graeme mcranor

We go
where
you go

Two faces of crime
Deranged defacement?
Check. Hatred of billion-
aires who dress up like
bats? Naturally. Heath
Ledger’s Joker? Guess
again.

Remember, this is Gotham
City, a sprawling evil-fes-
tooned metropolis that attracts
theatrically homicidal maniacs
like L.A. attracts females
named Lohan.

And so in The Dark Knight,
Bruce Wayne’s winged alter-
ego must not only battle for
his hometown’s soul with
Ledger’s sadistic clown, but
defend its citizens from Aaron
Eckhart’s gruesomely realized
Two-Face.

In fact, the transformation
of Eckhart’s incorruptible pros-
ecutor Harvey Dent into the
schizophrenic coin-tossing 
sociopath is one of the many
twists the Batman Begins
sequel springs when it opens
this week.

Although the film’s market-
ing blitzkrieg hasn’t been shy
about promoting Ledger’s red-
lipped Joker, the image of this
revised Two-Face has been
carefully concealed.

And for good reason. At the

screening we attended,
Eckhart’s split-screen visage
elicited audible gasps.

“I actually thought it was
pretty subtle,” Eckhart, 40, tells
24 hours news services.

“Imagine what they could
have done.”

Or better yet, don’t.
Compared to Tommy Lee
Jones’ incarnation in 1995’s
Batman Forever – who looked
like he fell into a vat of pink
lipstick – Eckhart’s charred

Two-Face is jarringly
grotesque.

That said, director
Christopher Nolan believes the
version of Two-Face movie-
goers will see is one of the
least disturbing considered.

“When we looked at less
extreme versions of it, they
were too real and more horri-
fying. When you look at a film
like Pirates of the Caribbean –
something like that – there’s
something about a very fanci-
ful, very detailed visual effect,
that I think is more powerful
and less repulsive.”

Perhaps. But the movie’s
themes are clearly rooted in
our politically thorny present-
day.

District attorney Dent is
elected, after all, on a 
campaign whose motto is “I
believe in Harvey Dent” – a
reference, in the midst of a
heated U.S. presidential cam-
paign, that illustrates how the
ideal can be more inspiring,
as well as more important,
than the candidate himself. As
Dent himself proclaims, “You
either die a hero or live long
enough to see yourself 
become the villain.”

- 24 hours news services

- 24 hours news services
Aaron Eckhart plays Harvey
Dent, Gotham City’s crusad-
ing D.A. in The Dark Knight. 
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TUESDAY PRIMETIME S - SHAW CABLE VANCOUVER
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KVOS 23 M*A*S*H Scrubs � Starman (1984) Karen Allen, Jeff Bridges. Cheers Scrubs Seinfeld RENO 911!
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A&E 31 The First 48 The First 48 (N) The First 48 The Cleaner :55 The Cleaner "Pilot"

SPIKE 32 CSI: Crime Scene CSI: NY CSI: Crime Scene Star Trek: Voyager Trek: DS Nine "Progress"
CNN 33 Anderson Cooper 360 Larry King Live Anderson Cooper 360 Anderson Cooper 360
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SPACE 45 Battlestar Galactica Stargate: SG-1 Star Trek: Voyager Star Trek: Enterprise Star Trek: Next Gen.
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COM 57 Air Farce 22 Minutes Just Laughs Corner Gas Simpsons South Park Comedy Tom Green Daily Show Colbert
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Ugly departure
Christopher Gorham, who plays the

endearing accountant Henry on Ugly
Betty, has left the show to co-star on
CBS’ midseason drama Harper’s Island.

The serialized horror story revolves
around a group of friends who meet on
an island off the Seattle coast for a desti-
nation wedding. Gorham will play the
groom-to-be, also called Henry.

On ABC’s Ugly Betty, the rivalry be-
tween Henry and Gio (Freddy
Rodriguez) for Betty’s (America Ferrera)
heart culminated in the Season 2 finale
where the final scene showed Betty
seemingly making her choice, but the
lucky guy was not revealed.

Rodriguez, who has features lined up,
is not expected to come back for more
than one episode.

– Reuters 

All-Star game
strikes out

When the American and National
League face off in today’s Major League
Baseball All-Star Game in New York,
there will be fewer people watching than
there were the last time Yankee Stadium
was the host in 1977.

Last year’s game drew 12.5 million
viewers, the smallest audience for the
since at least 1970. With the exception of
the 2006 game in Pittsburgh, the ratings
have fallen since 2001.

That’s the way it is for most of TV
these days. But for the All-Star Game,
the signature TV event of the summer,
the ratings losses are particularly stark.
Blame the TV landscape, interleague
play or the fact there’s plenty more base-
ball on TV and cable these days or even
the fact that many of the recent games
have been blowouts by the AL.

– Reuters

– Photo submitted
Henry won’t be Betty’s love interest in
the upcoming season after all.
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After tumbling over the first hurdle mere
seconds into the biggest race of her life,
Perdita Felicien’s main coping mecha-
nism four years ago was to look ahead
to the next Olympic Games.

But as if the agony in Athens wasn’t
enough, Beijing is now a bust for the former
world champion hurdler from Pickering.

A stubborn foot injury will prompt Felicien
to officially an-
nounce today that
she will abandon
her last-ditch at-
tempts to qualify
for the women’s
100-metre hurdles
in China.

“For any athlete
who has competed
at the level she has
competed, it’s not a solution to barely make
the team then run around and get her butt
kicked and feel like you don’t belong,”
Athletics Canada head coach Les Gramantik
said yesterday in an interview.

“She’s recovered (from her injury) but from
what I hear, her training is not up to par.”

The news ends,  at least for now, Felicien’s at-
tempt at a remarkable recovery from the disas-
trous night in Greece. After crashing and not fin-
ishing the final at the Athens Olympic stadium,
the 28-year-old faced a long rehabilitation. 

First up was recovering mentally from the
fall and physically from a badly injured heel.
While both took considerable time, Felicien
returned to the elite levelof her event last
summer finishing second at the Pan Am
Games in Brazil followed by another silver at
the world championship in Osaka, Japan.

Gramantik feels it would be a shame if

Felicien doesn’t return to the Olympic stage
after all she has accomplished.

“She has won the world indoors and out-
doors and with her silver last year in Osaka,
she has done everything on the world level
anyone can ask her for except the Olympics,”
Gramantik said.  “Can she do it in London (in
2012)? Of course she can, it’s not impossi-
ble. She says her best days are ahead of her.”

Felicien suffered a stress fracture in her
foot this past February and while recovery
was slow, she was recently back in training.

- 24 hours news services

Top hurdler drops out
PERDITA FELICIEN

- file photo
Perdita Felicien, seen here competing in
Osaka last August, won’t be participating in
the Summer Olympics.

Tampa Bay Ray Display

- Reuters
American League all-star Evan Longoria of Tampa Bay Rays 
follows through during Major League Baseball's All-Star game
Home Run Derby at Yankee Stadium yesterday.

Canucks ink centre
The Vancouver Canucks
have a new centre, but don’t
expect Jason Krog to be-
come the face of the fran-
chise. 

The 32-year-old Fernie, B.C.-
native spent last season with the
Chicago Wolves of the American
Hockey League where he had
a 39-goal regular season before

recording 36 points in the team’s
Calder Cup championship run.
Krog has had stints with 
the New York Islanders, New
York Rangers, Anaheim Ducks
and Atlanta Thrashers. 

He scored three goals in 
21 games during the Ducks’ 
unsuccessful Stanley Cup bid in
2003. 

- Bob Mackin, 24 hours

B.C. athletes play big at Games 
The official list won’t be 
announced until July 23, but
Wendy Pattenden said British
Columbians will be over-repre-
sented at the Beijing Olympics. 

Pattenden, the president of the
PacificSport national training centre,
said 32 per cent of Canada’s Athens
2004 team lived or trained in B.C.

“I know it’ll be higher than 32 per
cent,” Pattenden said. “If you look at
that, that’s a third of the team, B.C.
represents 13 per cent of the popula-
tion. Our athletes definitely over-
achieve in B.C.”

Dozens of the confirmed and 
potential overachievers gathered yes-

terday at Granville Square for a noon-
hour Beijing or Bust rally. 

“This is a really cool opportunity,
rarely do we see other athletes that
are competing in Vancouver or train-
ing in B.C.,” said women’s soccer

goalkeeper Erin McLeod. 
Meanwhile, the new federal

Olympics secretary said foreign min-
ister David Emerson and sport secre-
tary Helena Guergis would represent
Canada in Beijing. Prime Minister
Stephen Harper announced in April
that he would not attend the Games.  

“We’ll have strong representation
there,” said James Moore, who is also
not attending. “The focus of our gov-
ernment is on the athletes and the
success they’ll have there.”

German Chancellor Angela Merkel
and United Kingdom Prime Minister
Gordon Brown have also decided to
skip the Aug. 8 opening ceremony. 

- Bob Mackin, 24 hours

“This is a really
cool opportunity,
rarely do we 
see other 
athletes that are

competing in Vancouver
or training in B.C.”
- Erin McLeod, soccer goalkeeper

“Can she do it 
in London (in
2012)? Of course
she can, it’s not
impossible. She
says her best
days are ahead
of her.”
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ACROSS 

1 Dos Passos trilogy
4 Ali, once
8 Mason’s Della

14 Label
15 Employ
16 Worked hard
17 Pub brew
18 Related
19 Blacksmiths’ blocks
20 C to Caesar
22 Assume an upright position
23 Achieve
24 Trial performance
28 Snug retreats
29 Traveler’s stop

30 Rock shelf
31 Combination
34 Specific function
35 Bread roll
38 Permitted
40 Guided
41 Ripens
43 Buccaneers
45 Santa __
47 Small island
48 Carnival attrac-

tions
52 Trance-like state
54 Become less

stern
55 Position in a se-

ries
56 Assemble in se-

quence
57 Ceremony
60 Mongolian desert
61 N, E, W or S
62 Word to the wise
63 Heroic saga
64 Afore
65 Samples
66 Big top, for one
67 “The Matrix” hero

DOWN 

1 Salt Lake man
2 Pay tribute to
3 Go-betweens
4 Marked personal magnetism

Sunny.

High 20
Low 13

Thursday

High 23
Low 13
Sunny.  Winds light.

Today

High  20
Low  13

Tomorrow

© The Weather Network 2008

Sunrise: 5:24 a.m.

Sunset: 9:12 p.m.

for

Vancouver

Today’s Birthday: 
Be on the lookout for blessings that could per-
manently brighten your life in between now and
September. Have faith that whatever knocks on
your door will create a cornucopia of happiness.
Currently you are in love with the idea of love and
may not look too closely at problems beneath
the surface.

BIRTHDAY GUY: BRIAN AUSTIN GREEN
Actor Brian Austin Green was born in Van Nuys,
Calif., today in 1973. This birthday guy is easily
recognized for his role as David on the hit ‘90s
series Beverly Hills 90210. Green made his debut
with a three-year stint on the prime-time 
soap opera Knots Landing from 1987-89. More
recently Green stars as John Connor’s uncle on
the new series Terminator: The Sarah Connor
Chronicles.

■■  ARIES (March 21-April 19)
Papa’s definitely got a brand new bag. However,
it might be Mama who surprises you with unpre-
dictable behaviour or a change in plans. 
■■  TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
Keep tabs on your most loyal companions. A
special someone admires your ingenuity and
could find it to be a huge turn-on. 
■■  GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
A square peg can’t fit in a round hole. The
novel and extraordinary might attract your 
interest, but you may find that you don’t quite
fit into a new group.
■■  CANCER (June 21-July 22)
Gain the new skills needed to handle change
with poise and confidence. Try boning up on
the latest techniques or methods. 
■■  LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
Break up or break out. Existing relationships
may seem slightly dull or tiresome when you
are tempted by a change of pace. 
■■  VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
“The time to hesitate is through.” Shake off
self-imposed limitations and bypass obstacles
by getting right to the point and using dynamic
interpersonal skills.
■■  LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
If you make your bed you will have to lie in it. A
desire for novelty and excitement can be
charming, but can be misunderstood by a
loved one. 
■■  SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
The grass always looks greener on the other
side because you haven’t looked at it closely
or walked on it and crushed all the blades 
beneath your feet. 
■■  SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
All’s fair in love and war. You must honor a
special someone’s desire to have additional
freedoms without jeopardizing the trust 
between you. 
■■  CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
The allure of something fresh and exciting can
bring you into contact with unusual people and
progressive ideas.
■■  AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Fleeting temporary attractions might instill
restlessness, so you must work hard to 
preserve valuable relationships.
■■  PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
Rather like moths to a flame, new people who
appear in your circle now are attracted by your
warmth, but they also hope your popularity will
rub off on them.

- Tribune Media Services 

“Hey, where’d the rain go?
Far, far away, we hope!”

■■    your hhoorroossccooppee■■    your ddaaiillyy  ccrroosssswwoorrdd

Yesterday’s Answers

Rating: Very Easy
RULES: 
Place a number
from 1-9 in each
empty cell. Each
row, column and
3x3 block bound-
ed by bold line (9
blocks) contains 
all the numbers
from 1-9. Solution,
tips and computer
program at
www.sudoku.com.

- © Puzzles by
Pappocom

tamara
taggart’s

WEATHER TODAY

PAGE 2 
PUZZLE ANSWER: 

Outbid

5 Compare (to)
6 Extremely dry
7 Longing
8 Prim and proper
9 Throat guardian

10 Certain steelworker
11 Yale student
12 Moray
13 6-pointers
21 Computer info
22 Easy victory
24 Long-haired cats
25 False god
26 Eye lewdly
27 Requirement
29 Not permitted
32 High mountain
33 Convened
35 One of the Three B’s
36 Repulsive
37 Tide type
39 Neglectful
42 Child’s one-piece outfit
44 Flowerpot spot
46 Consolation
49 Muffle
50 Complete
51 Multi-speaker system
53 Shoe bottoms
54 Spring bird
56 Deal with difficulties
57 Pied Piper follower
58 Actress Lupino
59 Boob tubes
60 Obtain

■■    Sudoku
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